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Slice of cake

Side view of layers of soil

Diagram of different layers of soil
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SOIL PROFILE
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TOPSOIL


Usually darker in color

Made up of large, medium and small particles

Top layer of soil profile

.
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Larger grains of rocks and minerals

Usually lighter in color

Middle layer of soil profile 
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SUBSOIL
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When decomposes becomes topsoil

Unbroken rocks

Bottom layer of soil profile
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BEDROCK
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NONLIVING


inorganic particles


Water, air and minerals


Not alive

.
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ORGANISM


Decompose dead plant and animal matter to add nutrients to soil

Earthworms, insects and snails

Anything that was alive or is alive

.
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NUTRIENTS


Topsoil is rich in this 

Added to the soil when organisms decompose

Needed by all living organisms to grow and survive
             Substance found in ground


.
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MINERAL


Usually solid and Inorganic

Naturally occurring substance
found in rocks

Iron, potassium, quartz are examples
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Means all living matter

Refers to anything that was or is alive

Has organs
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